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Earias fabia (Stoll, 1781)

Lepidoptera: Noctuidae
Common name:

Spiny bollworm, Rough bollworm

Spiny cotton bollworm, shoot and fruit borer

Synonyms:

Earias vittella (Fabricius, 1794), Aphusia speiplena Walker, 1858
Micra partita Walker, 1865, Earias huegeli Rogenhofer
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Major hosts ( _je! sl sm):

Abelmoschus esculentus (okra), Gossypium hirsutum (Bourbon cotton)

Minor hosts ( s 3 sl ):

Gossypium  (cotton), Gossypium arboreum (cotton, tree), Hibiscus (rosemallows),
Lycopersicon esculentum (tomato), Abutilon (Indian mallow)
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Erias vittella

Rough bollworm Pupae Photo: C. Mares (CSIRO)
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Life eyele
Adults-lay eggs at night
Pupae found in so1l Eggs- land singly m hamry parts ol
2-3 cm deep. (8-14 days). plant and lower surface of leaves.

60-700 eggs per female. (3-7 days)
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Larvae Dark purple
with white & orange marks.
(10-16 days)
A Nl eyele takes 22-35 days. There may be 8-12 generations cach year.
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Rough bollworm larvae in damaged boll Photo: D. A, Ironside
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